
2016 August 15

Dear ___ and all Supporters of Ocate Cliffs, 

We had our second retreat of the year at the beginning of August, and got another tent pad built and 
started on a third, along with other projects including helping with the staff house. The intense rain the 
first couple days made the camping and outdoor cooking difficult, but then it got sunny and we got 
more productive. Here's the beginning of the 2nd story floor with a hint of the spectacular views from 
up there:

Because of the progress on the building, we're about to enter a new phase of Ocate Cliffs history - the 
time when we can hold indoor retreats that aren't so primitive (muddy and rainy), with broader appeal. 
Over the next month the roof will be put on, then doors and windows, and the wood stove. The frost 
sets in by the end of September and by then we hope to have a heated space. Then we'll work out a 
temporary electric plan (the permanent one could be too expensive for right now) and internet, allowing
people to be there full time and be connected.

I often think about how to break out of anonymity - but don't have the answers yet. Somehow we need 
to build our mailing list, get more media coverage and connect to the people who can help us access the
next level of funding. On the other hand, one of the reasons we might not appeal to people in more 
powerful places is that our ideas are dangerous to them. Maybe the story is NOT being picked up 
because the story doesn't match the dominant narratives of helplessness?

One of the biggest things you can do to help is to make contact - with family, your local autism society 
or meetup groups, or any other community you are in.

Talking points for your contacts:
- Tell them what Ocate Cliffs means to you. If you havve visited, tell them about your experience being
here.
- Encourage them to look at the web site and watch the video; encourage them to get the free T shirt or 



shopping bag.
- Encourage them to get on the mailing list.
- Tell them we use donations very efficiently and that they benefit real living autistic people (not 
research or CEO salaries!)

Thanks for all that you do!
Star Ford, Program Manager

If you are new to Ocate Cliffs, here's a quick table of contents that I send out to people who want to 
learn more. 

1. Reading and videos to get familiar with it:
* Founding paper: www.tinyurl.com/ocate
* Web site: www.ocatecliffs.org
* Facebook: Search for "Ocate Cliffs" and check out videos or leave comments. Also, please 'like' it!

2. If you are interested in the construction progress:
* State of development: we have completed zoning approval, well drilling, water system, and toilet 
house. The staff house has a foundation and is built up to the 2nd floor.

3. If you want to receive email and/or participate in discussion:
* We have an outgoing mailing list with updates no more often than monthly. Contact Star to get on (or 
off) the list, or use the web site.
* Discussion group - This is a google list that allows any level of participation and is intended for 
people to brainstorm with the most amount of email. You can join it at: 
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/ocate-cliffs-talk

4. If you are ready to do something to move this along:
* Major projects you can do: see http://www.divergentlabs.org/tinyapp/Tribe/Needs
* Donations: see http://www.divergentlabs.org/ocatecliffs/donate



2016 October 9

Dear ___ and all Supporters of Ocate Cliffs, 

Here's some nice news: The staff house has a roof and windows!

We and the builders have been busy racing against the coming snow to get the roof on, so now it is 
closed in and can be warm for the winter. It won't be really livable this winter because still there is no 
plumbing and electric inside, but it will make visiting and camping out a lot nicer! If you would like to 
visit, please email me. It's a one-of-a-kind place dedicated to autistic community and expanding 
accessibility.

Help us get the word out so we can expand our newsletter distribution. You can, for example:
* Link to our facebook page
* Tweet using @OcateCliffs
* Donate through Amazon at no cost to you: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-4270511 

Thanks for all that you do!
Star Ford, Program Manager
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