
Ocate Cliffs Newsletter - 2014 September 4

Dear Ocate Cliffs Enthusiasts:

Our summer of progress on the mountain is close to wrapping up as the cold weather can move in early
up there. The last newsletter I sent out had information on our productive June work camp, so this will 
fill you in on events since then.

1. INFRASTRUCTURE

The first big news is we have running water! A 480-foot well was drilled (after months of delays and 
problems getting the equipment there), and the water flow is 15-20 gallons per minute. That's a very 
high flow, and they said they hit a cavernous area full of water. We installed solar panels that power a 
pump, and the pump is connected to a 1,500 gallon tank - now full. The tank is partially buried to 
prevent freezing, and therefore can provide year round water. 

The second big news is we have a toilet! The toilet is an evaporative toilet, a little like a composting 
toilet only it dries out the waste to a very small size using solar heating and venting. The unit has a 
capacity of 20 full time people. It's a pretty big room (wheelchair accessible) so for now it doubles as a 
storage shed.

Here's some amusing video of some of the progress:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2J25JvvMBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UcyRYZtFhM

2. NOW OPEN FOR CAMPING

These two successes together mark an important milestone: people can be there long term in a quite 
comfortable camping situation. In fact if you or someone you know (preferably autistic) needs a place 
and is a fairly rugged person and has a suitable vehicle, the project could use a caretaker on site and the
person would have a place to be. The next couple months are livable with good camping gear, and then 
it will be more on survivalist terms after that. 

Next spring and summer we can be open for business in a limited way with camping-only 
accommodations. Is there a group you'd like to bring there?

3. STAFF HOUSE

The staff house has been designed, the foundation has been dug out and we have a load of concrete 
forms ready to place. But, that's all the money we have right now, so we will need to raise about 
$150,000 more to finish building the staff house. I've sent in a few foundation grant proposals and we 
didn't hear back from any of them yet, but will keep going in that direction. Foundations are more 
likely to fund the work camp, travel, and retreat costs, and not building materials. A big source of 
funding will have to be crowdfunding, and for that our community needs to get bigger and stronger.

Here's a couple things you can do: First, forward this around to anyone you know, give them our 
facebook page (and "like" it - search for Ocate Cliffs on facebook), and ask people to get themselves on
our mailing list (they can just email me directly). The more people we can reach now, the more money 



we can raise when we start the crowdfunding campaign. 

The other helpful thing is to consider coming to our block laying day, to be scheduled in a few weeks. 
Or think of people you know who could come. This is mainly a photo-op event where we will unload 
the blocks and place the first foundation row. I know autistic types tend to shy away from that kind of 
staged event in favor of more substantial productivity, but it is essential that we grow the support base 
and nothing does that quite like pictures and video of real people working together. Let me know if 
you'd be willing to do this.

4. NON PROFIT STATUS

We have our non profit status officially approved by the IRS, so all donations are tax deductible.

We can do this!
Star Ford, Program manager
Divergent Labs, Inc.
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